Student Character Responses to the text “Fishtailing” by Wendy Phillips
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Dear Natalie,

Why choose to bring others down to your level and make them feel the way you do when you can build
yourself up to everyone else. The saying "treat others the way you wish to be treated" is common and
used a lot but its powerful. The words are clear and concise and the message is easily understood. | get
your past was horrid but trying to make up for it now by treating others in that respectful way is not
benefiting you or the people you manipulate in any way. You're living in the past and bringing the tragic
events that happened with you wherever you go but it’s time to leave them behind and start a new
better way of life. | get this might be hard and | know it's not easy but you MUST try! Do you really want
to keep living the way you do or do you want to stop the bullying and become a better person inside and
out? It’s your choice, | hope you're happy with the end result...

S < RS . X BRITTANY
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Natalie

You know Natalie, the way you portray yourself to others is
abominable. Many people have been making comments about
you being "disturbed" but I've had faith in you the entire
time! People’s comments about you also made me angry. It's
not your fault you had to endure those terrible events. They
don’t know what you've been through! But you a sappy, feel-
bad-for-you letter is not going to help you. You need to learn
how to cope with things if you are going to change your life
around. You have encountered many things that would cause
you Yo fishtail, but there is no need for self-harm. If you want
help from me, I'm here to help you, but I refuse to sit here
and tell you everything will turn out. You'need to put the
effort in if you want a better life. Do you feel your mothers a
good role model? No? Then do something about it. Do you
manipulate every situation? Yes? Then go to counselling and
get your problems worked out so you can stop hurting yourself
AND others. I believe in you Natalie and I definitely hope for
the best for you. Contact me if you heed my help.

Keeley
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Dear Tricia,

Wow! Your life has been flipped up-side-down. You have got new family, your so-

called “friend” just let you down big time, and your boyfriend looks like he got hit by a
truck.

I understand that you know all this already, but were there any ways you could
have not gotten into this mess? A way that you could have changed something you did
or let someone do? Maybe it was something from the very start of your relationship
with Natalie that led you to where you are.

| believe it was the very first moment that you and Natalie saw each other that
started this crazy mess you’re in. When your eyes met for the first time, you let her
capture you. She lured you in because maybe she knew that she would be able to
manipulate you easily. Don’t let that happen to you. You are who you are and that is
who you were meant to be. You were a great person to start with and after all, your
boyfriend Kyle liked you long before you changed. Don’t ever let anyone change you.

You also have a bit of a torn family at home. Your mom has found a new husband
that you don’t like and to make matters worse, now you’ve got a new little sister. | know
it feels like they don’t care about you anymore but that doesn’t mean that you should
turn into a rebel just so that they notice you. Maybe you could have talked to them
about it or done something great for them to notice you. Also, if they are spending so
much time caring for the new baby, maybe you should hang out with your new little
sister. That would get you noticed. You could babysit her, or just play with her, or even
offer to help out with her. That way you might feel a little more included.

Also, | can tell your new step-dad is not your favourite person. You don’t even
mention him. You have shoved him out of your life. Try looking at him again with a new
perspective, maybe he really is a nice guy. He’s probably trying to fit into your family
just as much as you are. Maybe try and be more welcoming and friendly towards him.
You don’t ever have to call him “Dad” but you can accept him as part of your family.

I hope that this mess has been sorted out and that you don’t have to experience
this sort of thing again.




image6.jpeg
Fishtailing...

Sarah Baldassarre

Subject: Re: Fishtailing

From: MotherT@fishtailing.com

Date: Sat, 12 April 2012 22:41:25 -0400
To: TriciaChick@fishtailing.com

Dear Tricia,

Wow! | am speechless. That must have been really tough for you. I'm sorry | wasn’t there to help
you through it. Sounds like Natalie sure put you and your friends through “hell”. | know it’s difficult to be
played like that. You're at a tough age in your life, and you’re going to get hurt a lot along the way.
Having someone you truly thought was your friend, just go and backstab you like that. That's bazar! That
just goes to show that you should always pick your friends carefully and know that they like you for who
you are, and don’t want to change you. It’s hard to trust anyone anymore, but you have to make the
right decisions. It’s best that you keep your distance from this girl, and find new friends that better
influence you. You know, it’s tolerable to be mad at her, but sweetie | wouldn’t necessarily abhorrenee—
her. What she did is d@ not acceptable, but, you don’t know the real her. You don’t know why she
did it, or why she does it. She could have serious issues, or a horrid past. It's shocking to see how kids act
these days. | think that new boyfriend of yours is a great influence on you. | can’t wait to meet him!
Tricia, I'm so terribly sorry | haven’t payed much attention to you. The new baby has been quite a
handful. I promise | will listen more, and be there for you more. I'm glad we are getting back into talking;
I love you forever and always.

Love,
Mom
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Dear Kyle,

Sometimes people will put us down to make themselves feel strong. This is a
complete backwards way of thinking on their part, but it does happen and when people
do this you cannot listen to them and believe the harsh things they say. If someone has
a passion for something they should follow through with it, it's proven that people are
more likely to succeed when they are doing what they love, but it has also been said
people don’t do what they love because they are terrified of failure: and in my opinion
that is an even more backward way of thinking.

Kyle, do what makes you happy! “Life is too short to wake up with regrets, love the
people who treat you right and forget the ones who don’t! Believe that everything
happens for a reason. If you get a chance- take it- if it changes your life- let it.
Nobody said life would be easy they just promised it would be worth it”. You are not
alone there are tons of people who are scared and/or stressed about choosing to
pursue their dreams, and you won’t ever get to live your dreams if you don’t try.

I'will support you no matter what, as long as it makes you happy

Love Jocelyn
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Dear Kyle,

How are you? After that experience I bet you
are mentally scarred for life. A memory that lingers inside
your head but never goes away. What I think would help
you in this situation is to forgive and forget. Acknowledge
that it did happen, but that's the past so move on. Take up a
new hobby or spend more time with Tricia but don't escape
completely. Make the most of life and live every minute
like its your last, don't let this nightmare hold you back
from what you are capable of. You can do great things if
you just believe.

from, Taylor
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Dear Natalie

| have listened to your story and | know you had problems in
the past. But why do you have to start hurting other people
when you’re the one that’s hurt? | have noticed that you
have made wrong choices that lead you in the wrong path.
For example you chose to manipulate Tricia and Miguel
when you shouldn't have got involved with them. The part
that | extremely contradict you with is manipulating other
students. Where will that get you? Doing this to other
students won't get you anywhere in life? Anyways why are
you letting your life at home affect your live at school? |
agree that you had a crazy, frustrating and abusive life but, |
don't think you should let that take over your life at school.

You can try to deal with stress by finding a spot outside of
home where you can get away from your mother. A place
where you can relax, be alone and think before you act. In
this place you can remind yourself that hurting others won't
do you any good. Besides, everyone has one of those
places where they can be alone and think.

Did you ever think that when you manipulate others, they
might take it the wrong way because they have a lot going
on? They might have suicidal thoughts or harm themselves.
For example you don't know if Tricia, Miguel or Kyle have a
lot going on? So | suggest that you stop having so much
impact on other students before even knowing what's going
on in their lives.

How do you really feel about Tricia and Miguel? Do you
strongly dislike them because they are different? Or do you
just manipulate them for amusement? There has to be a
reason why you decided to hurt them. Also in your poetry
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that your teacher Mrs. Farr is evaluating, you are always
having aggressive language and cutting yourself. Mrs. Farr
thinks it is unacceptable, for example you wrote about
cutting yourself and making Tricia cut herself too. Why don't
you keep that to yourself? Why does Mrs. Farr need to know
that you cut yourself?

I am glad that | had the chance to meet you and have this
conversation. Your behavior might change because of this
chat or not. It is you free will. You can take what we talked
today and stop that horrible behavior or you can continue to
manipulate others, your choice.

5\(0% deas \QX\ Ak S

Q‘Ué&‘r\%\b \&»P&QT:M " SlnCerer

> \/alentin Idomir




image1.JPG
Fishtailing

Dear Miguel

You seem like a relinquished young man in the big world. You come from a war
torn country and live with your uncle and cousins who only talk about war, death and how
they’ll get them back. Your life hasn’t been good in the past, and doesn’t seem to be
improving. You grew up around guns, murder and death which I think has left you shell
shocked. You don’t know how to deal with your anger your inner anger so you punch
walls, and brutally tear up your knuckles. The reason I think you do this is because the
lose of your parents and the fact that no one at home cares about you or how you are
coping in life, If may add, not very well. You should really go and see a guidance
councillor or teacher at your schoot or talk to someone about your issues before you do

anything stupid. You love playing soccer which seems to let you relax, which is good
because we all know that you need it.

Good luck with your situation and future. Remember don’t do anything stupid like
giving up on youtself. Sincerely Alex
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Miguel,

Why did you commit suicide? You probably thought it was the right thing
to do at the time right? But | just don't understand, | thought you wanted to

+. - live? But | guess you changed your mind. Don't you know all of the great

things you're going to miss now because you did this to yourself? This all

. happened because of Natalie! She played you like a violin and you let her,
| thought you would have had more respect for yourself, but in other words
I do understand why you decided to do this, because you missed your
family, you were despite for someone to love you again but you fell for the
wrong girl, and because you were haunted by your horrifying past and it
never seemed to leave you alone, you felt there was no escape so you
decided deathwas the ultimate punishment, didn’t your life mean anything
to you at all? | thought people like us were supposed to appreciate this
gift, not abuse it, but you took advantage.. | honestly think you could have
changed your life around instead of choosing this ugly path as a way out. |
didn't get you anywhere it got you tricked into love, tortured physically,
mentally and emotionally, and finally took your own life! You gave in to
someone who never-really cared for you, you were blinded from the truth
which was what she had hoped for, and you gave her that advantage, I'm
not excusing what Kyle and Tricia did was alright either, they had their
own faults just like Natalie. But can you blame Kyle or Tricia? Kyle was
also victimized by Natalie, I'm sure he is deeply sorry for what he had
done, so is Tricia. Why didn’t you try to fight back? Instead you just took it
and acted like you were the weaker one. Natalie was the weakest of all.
She hid herself from everyone, she created an alter ego to give her the
strength to pull this off, but none of you saw there her disguise, but when
you started to put it altogether, it finally made sense! Anyways, I'm so
deeply sorry for all of this pain and suffering that has been put upon you,

“and made you turn in to some black hole of pity. If | were you | would have
been a lot stronger in this situation and tried to fight for myself and what |
believed in, and not have taken crap from anyone, not even the person
who did this to me! | hope you know that you will always be remembered
but in a great way, not a disgusting way, but also loved the most. And
remember | also am 1 that cares

Socon |l





