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TERM 2

Writing focus:  Persuasive writing - identifying the issues and supporting them with facts, examples and outcomes.
Structural focus:  Persuasive writing through opinion and letter writing

The Students and I began this unit with a discussion about what they believed poverty  looked  like.    We acknowledged our stereotypical views of poverty.  We explored how poverty starts, continues and is difficult to escape.  We were able to revisit our original stereotypes around poverty and unpack them so that we could more clearly understand if they were valid.  We explored the South African model of Apartheid and its economic roots.  The purpose of this was to better understand how an impoverished situation is born and sustained.  We then examined the political issues that might improve the social well-being of our province such as minimum wage, childcare and adequate, affordable house against the promises that were being made by the candidates running for Premier of Ontario.  We were able to participate in a mock election at school after being visited by the Liberal, PC, NDP and Green Party candidates in our riding.  Students were able to ask questions about serious issues before casting their vote.

Finding our voice

TERM 1

Writing focus:  Identifying the big idea and support it with pertinent details.
Structural focus:  Paragraph writing

The students and I talked about what having a voice means.  We discussed different forms of voice that can be used to send a message.  We determined that one’s voice can be expressed in many different forms be it art, food, music, spoken word and written word to name a few.  We explored several examples of voice throughout the term to better understand this inquiry.  The class visited the Ai Weiwei exhibit, read books, “The Stamp Collector”, “One Hen”, viewed Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolution and studied Quebec’s Charte des valeurs.  The culminating activity for this inquiry was to organize a food drive in December at school and take the food we collected to the local Loblaws.  The students used their voice to make announcements that included facts about poverty.  They used their writing skills to advertise the initiative and they actively collected and walked the donations to the drop-off destination - our local Loblaws.  
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Our culminating activity

Our final rich task or culminating activity was to learn how to write and structure a formal letter.  Each student determined who the MP was in their home riding and wrote a letter to their member of parliament asking for change around the issue of child poverty.  The letters also included doable solutions that could be implemented through federal and provincial legislation.  The students identified 3 main areas that they would like to see change:  increase the minimum wage, decrease the cost of childcare and provide more affordable housing options.
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Our voices were heard… 

In September some of the students started to receive replies to the letters they sent to their member of parliament in June.  One MP, Craig Scott, took their concerns to the House of Commons in Ottawa.

THE CONCERN:
1 in 7 Canadian Children live in poverty.
THE ASK:
· Increase the Minimum Wage
· Decrease the High Cost of Child Care
· Provide more Affordable Housing 
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Mr. Craig Scott (Toronto—Danforth, NDP), question period September 29, 2014:  “Mr. Speaker, I am so impressed and indeed inspired by letters I have been receiving from students at the Duke of Connaught Public School located in Toronto—Danforth. These students are extremely concerned about the rising rates of child poverty in this country and they are calling on the government to take action. Now.
They are participating in a campaign called Keep the Promise Canada, which calls on parliamentarians to honour the motion put forward by former NDP leader Ed Broadbent to eliminate child poverty by the year 2000. That motion was passed by the House in 1989, yet here we are in 2014 and poverty rates remain high.
Specifically these students want to see an increase of the minimum wage and the implementation of a national child care program. As one young person put it to me, “If lowering prices [of child care] and raising wages keeps the poverty level down and keeps families off the street, start doing it”.
I could not agree more.”
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Big Idea & Point of View

Term 1 Inquiry:  What is my voice and how can I make change?
Term 2 Inquiry:  How does identifying the missing voice help us to understand power so that we can direct change?  















Learning goal
I can identify point of view, recognize bias and use my schema to suggest other perspectives.
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Food Drive

What did we do?

We held a food drive fo help people in need
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What did we do?

We held a food drive to help people in need during fhe
holidays. We raised 308 pieces of non-perishable food
items.

thddyouleanﬁomm!sexpeﬂeﬂce?

Using our actions and voices, we learned that we can
mkechangecndhelppeopleinneed,Wefehmaf
when we used our voices, we helped make o
contribution towards our community.





