Class news articles written by students: 
Attawapiskat Needs Your Help


Dear parents and guardians we would like to bring Attawapiskat to your attention. As you already know Attawapiskat’s school (J.R Nakogee school.) was contaminated by a huge Diesel leak in 1979 which caused it to close in 2000. Their community was going to build a new one until Chuck Strahl came in and killed the project.  Attawapiskat is a small native village that is located up north, by James Bay and is below Hudson Bay. Right now our school and a bunch others around Ontario all of our school’s are helping them to try and get there school back up and running but we need your help. Write to Chuck Strahl and tell him to build a new school. For more info go to Youtube to see the video that we found. It will provide you with his address.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzLMuW1N50I

By Virginia Dinsmore and Mitchell Conn

Elephant Thoughts


Elephant Thoughts has come in to our classroom to teach us about children in third world countries that need help.  We learned about child labour and how some children in the world must work to support their families.  Our next steps are to plan and create public service announcements.  


We are lucky to be born in Canada and we need to help those who are not so lucky.

Write-ups done by kids:

 

When Elephant thoughts came to our class we played a game where we had to trace out houses pieces and make a school with different supplies.  We learned what the owl, bear, eagle, beaver, and other animals represented. 
Elephant Thoughts
On Monday this week, Elephant Thoughts came to our class to talk to us about child labour.  It was the second time they visited our class. They showed us what it would be like to have to weave rugs and work through games and videos.  We also had to build “schools” out of paper cut outs. Then they showed us public service announcements (PSA) that had been done by students on racism and told us about our upcoming project of making a PSA about child labour. We learned a lot about child labour and look forward to there next visit.  We are still struggling with questions of right and wrong. 
· M’Wikwedong came to our school on March 4th 2011. They were from the First Nations Centre in Owen Sound. The representatives were Mara and Ronnie.

· When they came they showed us some native songs and let us participate by giving drums and shakers. The songs taught us new words, about smudging and what it meant to them. Also we learned  about the reasons of their smudging and why they sing those songs. (Example: to pray for water). The two of them taught us about the 7 grandfather teachings and the animals which they represented

· They were:

· Beaver was wisdom

· Buffalo was respect

· Bear was  courage

· Sasquatch was honesty

· Turtle was truth

· Eagle was love

· Wolf was humilty 

We also watched a DVD of aboriginal children rapping a song about the seven grandfather teachings.  We learned that every person is special in their own way and they all mean something to the world.
Elephant thoughts!

When elephant thoughts came to our school they showed us first hand what it was like to be a child labourer. From 12:40-1:30 we were either making little cardboard pieces, cutting string to a certain size, walking around as the manager, or      stringing string to more string that was attached to the little cardboard pieces trying to make a carpet piece. Most people didn’t like what they were doing and decided to quit but others liked the activity and wanted to skip school and do it for the rest of the day. (We didn’t though.) Something that I learned is that even if we think that child labour is awful the families that have to do this believe that it’s a very good thing because without the factory or job opportunities the family would go with out food, and other important things. 
      Elephant Thoughts

     On Monday, March 7 and Wednesday, February 9 Elephant Thoughts came to my class and taught us about social justice. On their first visit we learned about child labour, and poverty. We played two different games, the first about surviving when you maybe can’t read or are very poor. It was difficult to play if you couldn’t read your instructions and it made you think. The second game involved us pretending to be child laborers in a rug factory. We couldn’t talk or do anything except keep working. It felt almost like slavery and we only did it for 15 minutes, real child laborers would do it for hours on end! We ended with watching a slide show showing lots of slums and poverty stricken towns around the world.

     The second visit was about education and raising awareness for child laborers. We started with another game. This one was about building schools. We were each a country, some were rich and some were not. In the time given we try to make as many schools as we could. My group was Canada and we made 21 schools. It was fun to try and make the most schools! Then we learned about making PSAs (or public service announcements). Next time Elephant Thoughts come we are going to make our own PSAs, I can’t wait!        

